FIRST OVER EVEPvEST
carried out in the vicinity of such a mountain mass as the
Himalaya, so vast that even the waters of the Indian Oceanare,
to an appreciable extent, attracted towards it.
When these triangles have been measured from the original
base, a fresh set is measured on top of the original ones, and so
on indefinitely, in such a way as to form a network of triangles
across the country to be surveyed.
The next stage is to regard these triangles, or rather the
diagram which they constitute on the triangulation chart, as
the skeleton on which die actual map is based. Now come
the details, that is to say, the conventional signs, the green
trees and forests, the blue rivers, lakes and swamps, and the
brown roads which make up the beauty of a map.
Up to a few years ago, this detail was drawn in by hand
by surveyors on foot, using a form of sketching-board on three
legs known as a plane-table. Naturally, it is a heavy task to
sketch in meticulously all the details by hand, especially in a
difficult country, such as the vast deserts of the Middle East,
the labyrinthine swamps of the Ganges delta, or the high
mountain crags of the Himalayas.
In these days the aeroplane is slowly but surely extending
itself into the sphere of the plane-tabler, more especially over
ground where he cannot tread.
However, the aeroplane, with its vertical survey camera,
needs a skeleton of triangulation on to which to attach its
picturesque detail, just as much as the plane-tabler. Thus it was
Everest's triangulation work, in the first half of the nine-
teenth century, that paved die way for flying-machines, of
which he probably—in spite of his contemporary Stringfellow
and his monoplane—had no conception, and in whose prac-
ticability his scientific training would have compelled him to
disbelieve.
Apparently the triangulation pushed on from points a few
miles north of Purnea in Bihar, reached the summit of Mount
Everest. The story of the Bengali computer who rushed into
Sir Andrew Waugh's office about 1852, crying out: "Oh, sir,
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